
Over 100 years of  community pride, 
progress, and service. 

Telephone: (707) 263-5615 

City of  Lakeport 

SEWER LATERAL 
CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM 

City of  Lakeport 
Municipal Sewer District How can we help? 

The City is committed to helping its customers 

prevent and remedy problems with their sewer 

laterals.  Contact the City’s Compliance Officer 

at 263-5615, ext. 30 for more information or to 

discuss your sewer lateral issue.  Also, check 

out the City’s website at 

www.cityoflakeport.com. 

Get Certified! 
Call today to schedule an inspection and test (a 

$50 fee applies).  Or, if you believe your sewer 

lateral to be less than 25 years old and made of 

either PVC, metal, or other modern material 

meeting the regulations of the California 

Plumbing Code, you may be eligible to receive a 

Certificate of Compliance without the need for 

inspection or testing.  Certificates are valid for 

up to 25 years. 

City Hall 
225 Park Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 

Phone: 707-263-5615, ext. 30 
E-mail: compliance@cityoflakeport.com 



C O M M E R C I A L  S E W E R  L A T E R A L  

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
Sewer laterals located on private commercial property, 

such as retail, professional offices, restaurants, motels, 

etc. contribute a considerable amount of wastewater 

into the sanitary sewer system.  And, unlike discharge 

from residential customers, commercial  sewage may 

contain higher quantities of material that can quickly 

deteriorate pipes leading to the sewer main. 

Commercial sewer lateral certification is integral in 

maintaining a healthy and efficient sewer system.  The 

City is ready to assist business owners in ensuring their 

laterals are in 

good condition.  

Please contact 

the City’s Compli-

ance Officer for 

details. 

To ensure the  functionality and efficiency of the mu-

nicipal sanitary sewer system, it is important that all 

sewer laterals channeling sewage into the system are 

in good shape.  Laterals  that are broken, cracked, 

worn,  or damaged in some way may allow effluent 

(sewage) to leak out into the surrounding soil or allow 

influent (rain water, lake water, lawn irrigation, etc.)  to 

enter the system, which would add to the sewer sys-

tem flow and decrease capacity.  The illustration below 

diagrams a typical sewer system connection. 

In response to this problem, the City of Lakeport has 

created a certification program, involving the inspec-

tion and testing of sewer laterals.  The program is de-

signed specifically to identify and remedy sewer later-

als in need of repair or replacement.  Upon passage of 

a lateral test, the property owner will be granted a cer-

tificate by the City (recorded with the County) certifying 

that their sewer lat-

eral is functioning 

well and will continue 

to function well for 

the next 10 or 25 

years.  The goal is to 

maintain a sewer 

system that best 

serves your needs. 

What is a sewer lateral 
certificate program? 

R E S I D E N T I A L  S E W E R  L A T E R A L  

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
Single family houses, duplexes, condos, apartment com-

plexes, and mobile homes make up the majority of sewer 

lateral connections within the City.  Most of these homes 

are older than 15, 20, even 30 years or more.  In each case, 

the sewer lateral for each unit is just as old and, depending 

on the material of the lateral, may be deteriorating or suc-

cumbing to the effects of root infiltration.   

Roots penetrating 

into sewer laterals is 

a primary cause for 

inflow and infiltra-

tion, otherwise 

known as I&I. 

The City’s sewer lateral certificate program is designed to 

work with property owners  to address these issues.  If you 

suspect that your sewer lateral may be in need of repair or 

replacement, contact the City’s Compliance Officer to 

schedule an inspection and test.   

The following events will also require inspection and testing 

of your existing sewer lateral: 

• A new connection to the sewer system 

• The remodel or improvement of an existing structure 
being served by the sewer 

• The installation of an additional toilet(s) on the prop-
erty 

• Closing of an account without transfer to another User 

 

City of Lakeport Municipal Sewer 
District 

City Hall 
225 Park Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 

Phone: 707-263-5615, ext. 30 
E-mail: compliance@cityoflakeport.com 
www.cityoflakeport.com 
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